INTRODUCTION
To what extent has the development of the European Union impinged on the organization and policies of social-democratic parties? A reader of the previous sixteen chapters will note that the European Union appeared as an issue for many parties regarding the question of their country's membership. Beyond this issue, some parties, particularly those in government at the end of the 1990s, struggle to fulfil the conditions for monetary union while at the same time maintaining some distinct social democratic influence in their country's welfare and economic policies. Space does not allow a full treatment of this 'new' social democratic predicament, but the development of the Party of European Socialists (PES) does raise some questions as to the role of social democratic parties in an expanded political environment which is not, prima facie, conducive to traditional methods of nationally-based politicalparty activity. These final thoughts to a volume devoted to social democratic parties in the European Union therefore seek to raise questions and possible avenues for further reflection and research regarding the adaptation of social democratic parties to an increasingly 'Europeanized' political arena.
IMPACT OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
The impact of European integration on social democratic party policies and identities since the launch of the Single Market programme and EMU, it may be argued, has been more profound than for either liberal or Christian democratic parties. Of course, there are exceptions to this assertion -for example, instances where explicit issues of national identity and sovereignty have been invoked, as has been the case with the British Conservative Party or the French Gaullist RPR. Apart from these cases, though, the generally regarded neo-liberal thrust of the Single Market programme and the drive to meet the convergence criteria for monetary union represent more of a challenge to traditional social democratic agendas than to parties for whom these European policy agendas actually complement national policy positions.
There are several elements of the social democratic party predicament. First, social democratic parties, whether the party originally responsible for its implementation or not, have over the course of this century aligned themselves in terms of their programmatic identity with the welfare state and other public sector services. The EU's competition policy and efforts associated with the achievement of monetary union convergence criteria have in many cases come to represent a threat to the continued maintenance of these regimes in their traditional forms, as privatization of public services and budgetary constraints reduce the role of the state in social welfare.
Second, and this applies to all parties in government, yet is nevertheless magnified for social democratic parties, is the basic fact that policy competences are increasingly shared with Brussels or else eliminated altogether. The creation of a single currency and ECB further attenuates national economic tools -e.g. in the setting of interest rates. The granting of national central bank independence in this area as a run-up to monetary union is a good example of this 'paring back' of the options and thus maneouvrability for national governments. Given the relatively more interventionist economic policy orientation of social democratic parties, this reduction of influence is more of a problem, especially in terms of defending and/or proposing alternative policies.
Finally, in terms of electoral politics, the limitations placed on national government manoeuvrability means that parties are less able to (1) defend past achievements and (2) realistically promise new initiatives, at least to the extent that they relate to policy areas shared with Brussels. Social democratic parties, while certainly not the sole victims of this narrowed scope for action, are nevertheless directly challenged in terms of partisan positioning vis-a-vis their competitors in precisely those policy areas publically perceived as traditionally defended by social democratic parties and thus linked to their programmatic identity.
Social democratic parties, to a certain extent, have only themselves to blame for this predicament. Over the past forty years, whether in government or opposition, they voted for the construction of the European Community. During most of this period, the notion of a social democratic majority or bloc co-ordinating attempts by national leaders to inject a European-level social democratic orientation both to the original Treaties or to subsequent initiatives, was virtually non-existent. There are several reasons for the absence of a truly European social democratic project, but as the previous sixteen chapters have demonstrated, a primary reason is to be found in the historical development and ideological accommodation of social democratic parties to the liberal capitalist state, which prioritized the national state exclusively as the motor for progressive change. Thus, to the extent that social democratic
